


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 1 DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3313. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood & Councillor D Basford.

Apologies: Councillors N Jenks, C Middleton & I Wilson. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mr G Martin & Mr R Horrocks).

3314. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3315. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
Councillor I Wilson confirmed that the Village Hall would not be seeking a grant in 2026.  There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3316. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak.

3317. West Northants Councillor.
The West Northants Councillor did not attend the meeting.

3318. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 3 November 2025.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor D Basford and seconded by the Vice Chair and signed by the Chairman.

3319. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The posts would be discussed under item 3321.
The draft budget would be discussed under item 3324.
The Village Hall would not be requesting a grant in 2026.
Councillor D Basford to send another reminder to the Definitive Map Team – to be discussed under item 3327.
The new Notice Board would be discussed under item 3328.

3320. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3321. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – Ambler Tree Service had completed the works today. The Chairman stated that they had done a good & professional job.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – the Chairman informed the meeting that Mr L Austin had spent 2/2.5 days tidying up the site – removing rubbish & ploughing some plots.  For discussion at the next meeting – whilst he did not require paying for the work the Chairman asked that as a measure of goodwill that next year, he was given a couple of plots FOC.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post – OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

3322. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.  The Chairman did inform the meeting that two horse trailers had been stolen from Holcot on 29 November.



3323. Parish Council casual vacancy – to be filled by co-option.
Mr R Horrocks had emailed the Clerk to express his interest in joining the Parish Council and had been invited to the meeting. He was welcomed and introduced himself, giving a brief outline of his background and experience, which include that as a Parish Councillor in Buckinghamshire and felt it would be a good way to get to know the village and its’ residents.  The Parish Council unanimously agreed to his co-option.  The Clerk will complete the necessary paperwork.

3324. Draft budget 2026/27.
The Clerk had circulated the revised figures.  The level of reserve was mentioned – 3-12 months of revenue – which the PC already had when looking at the projected bank balance for 31 March 2026.  It was proposed by the Vice Chair and seconded by Councillor D Basford that the PC accept the budget figure of £12,305 and unanimously agreed to accept this figure.

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by the Vice Chair and unanimously agreed to set the 2026/27 precept for £11,025 – same as the previous year.  WNC have already indicated that the tax base for 2026/27 will be the same as the current year i.e. the cost to a Band D council tax payer will be 69p per £100 requested – therefore the Hannington element of their bill will remain the same – which the PC hoped would help villagers  as other living costs continue to rise. The Chairman and Clerk to sign the precept form at the next meeting.

3325. Green Hill Solar Project update and including a Rule 6 - invitation to a Preliminary Meeting on Tuesday 21 October at 10am – Mercure Hotel – Silver Street, Northampton (IW).
Deferred to the next meeting due to the absence of Councillor I Wilson.

3326. Planning Application – 2025/4035 – conversion of garages to two short term holiday lets (retrospective) Marston House Farm, Kettering Road, Hannington.
Following a discussion, due to the location of the two holiday lets, behind the main farmhouse, that they had “NO COMMENT” to make on this application.  The Clerk to upload the decision on the WNC planning portal website.

3327. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part).  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
Councillor D Basford had emailed the Definitive Map Team again looking for an update – to be informed (today) - I am sorry we have not been able to provide a response in relation to this matter.  I have referred the matter to our senior lawyer and planning officer and the case now sits with them.  I have chased them both again to move the matter forward.  He had also emailed WNC C Irving-Swift for her assistance in this matter and she would try and see if a temporary order could be done to clear the obstructions.  It was agreed that Councillor D Basford would respond that unless an answer was received from the senior lawyer, HPC would have no option but to escalate the matter further.

3328. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board/Pocket Park fencing/Ambler Trees – pocket park etc.
The deposit cheque had been sent for the new Notice Board and it was hoped that this may be delivered before Christmas.  The works to be carried out in the Pocket Park – removal of dead trees and strimming the footpaths had been completed today.  The Vice Chair suggested putting an article in Hannington Life to update the village on the works done.

3329. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:

nPower – 20 Oct – electricity supply				D/D		   £128.95
Benjamin Ambler – Pocket Park tree works – CIL			Chq 944	£1,100.00

The reconciled bank balance was £25,702.70 being General £17,222.79 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £7,879.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
There was no income received since the last meeting.

3330. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for December, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to removing the item for the casual vacancy and to include an update on the Pocket Park works to be provided by the Vice Chair.

3331. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
The Chairman asked for the FOC allotments for Mr L Austin to be included.  It was also suggested at looking at ways to spend the remaining CIL monies – new picnic tables and perimeter fencing for the Pocket Park.

3332. Date of next meeting:  5 January 2026.



	
